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not go far enough.    The vnstness of the ground yet to be covered will be
seen when we reSect that, out of the total sown area of 73 million acres
under rice, less than four million or 6 per cent is under high-yielding
varieties of paddy, though the position in respect of wheat, cotton and
jute is more satisfactory.    In recent years the area under improved
varieties of paddy and sugar-cane has shown a considerable increase
thanks to the research, work on rice and cane now being done under the
auspices of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. The Advisory
Board of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research at its meet-
ing in March   1942  adopted  a proposal  to  place  an  additional  one
million acres under improved varieties of rice in the next three years
having special regard to the public demand that India's dependence on
Burma rice should be reduced progressively and to the facts revealed in
the marketing survey of rice.    The relatively satisfactory situation in
respect of cotton is due to the work of the Indian Central Cotton Com-
mittee which has its own separate finances.    This indicates the necessity
of creating bodies for the improvement of other crops as well.    The
Agricultural Commission emphasized the need for such a committee for
jute, and it has recently  ("1936) been established.    The All-India Crop
Planning Conference  (1934) recommended that in the present welter of
economic uncertainty, machinery should be provided for the systematic
and continuous study of the problems relating to the cultivation of India's
more important crops such as wheat and rice through the agency of special
appropriate committees.    This recommendation has been accepted by
the Government.   We may here refer to the just complaint often made
to the effect that the Agricultural Department has hitherto concentrated
its reforming energies on the export crops, to the comparative neglect
of non-export crops like jowar, bajra, fruit and vegetables, which are
quite as important both from the point of view of food requirements of
the population and the profit of the agriculturist.    The Imperial Council
of Agricultural Research is, however, now devoting increasing attention
to some of these requirements, especially the development of fruit-
growing.   For example, in the Bombay province the Council is financing
1 Includes groundnuts (417,442^. millets (347,200),  gram (83,762), potatoes (20,996).
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